O ’Hare M onitor
Mission
The O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission
strives to reduce the impact of aircraft noise
through home and school sound insulation,
and to reduce aircraft noise, whenever
possible at its source.
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Lawmakers Urge FAA
to Finish Noise Study

New Runway 10C/28C Introduces
East-West Flow Flight Patterns

U.S. Reps. Jan Schakowsky (D-Chicago)
and Michael Quigley (D-Chicago) are
urging the FAA to resume its 2009
investigation into the validity of a 65
DNL aircraft noise threshold over homes
and schools.
With the opening of O’Hare Runway
10C/28C, the two representatives are
partnering their efforts to urge the FAA
to expedite its five-year review of the air
traffic noise metrics that govern airport
operations and to institute changes to
better protect the health and well-being
of their constituents.
When O’Hare Runway 9L/27R opened
in November 2008, ONCC Chairman
Arlene Mulder immediately requested
the FAA to initiate a new aircraft noise
standard that considers frequency of
flights or heightened annoyance to
residents. The FAA agreed.
“Averaging noise decibels throughout the
day and night does not resolve significant
annoyance for people living, working
and attending schools beneath air traffic,”
said Mulder.
Through the FAA’s Research, Engineering
and Development Committee (REDAC),
the FAA began a comprehensive roadmap
for FAA and other interested parties to
implement more systematic, effective and
complementary research programs.
The agency held three meetings in 2009
and 2010 to begin identifying research
needed to better understand the annoyance
and sleep disturbance effects of aircraft
noise. A summary report was published
January 2011.
Schakowsky, representing the 9th
District, questions whether the 65 DNL
Continued on page 3

Dedicating Runway 10C/28C at the October 17, 2013 ribbon cutting, are, from left, Alderman George
Cardenas, Chicago 12th Ward; Commissioner of Aviation Rosemarie S. Andolino; Congressman
Tammy Duckworth, U.S. Representative, Illinois; Alderman Michael Zalewski, Chicago 23rd Ward;
Senator Dick Durbin, U.S. Senator, Illinois; and Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel.

F

ive decades after John F. Kennedy
officially dedicated O’Hare International Airport, officials gathered October
17 to commission Runway 10C/28C, a
significant new phase of aviation that
introduces an east flow-west flow pattern
for aircraft departures and arrivals.
The new $1.3 billion runway created
5,000 construction jobs and 1,500
professional jobs, but the biggest benefit
for air travelers will be reduced delays
across national airspace, noted Chicago Aviation Commissioner Rosemarie
S. Andolino. The 10,800 ft. runway is
the second new runway in the O’Hare
Modernization Program (OMP). Runway
9L/27R opened in November 2008.
An estimated yearly average of 70 percent
of the time, air traffic will follow a west flow
with arrivals over the city and eastern
suburbs on three parallel runways. Thirty
percent of the time, the airport will be
on east flow with aircraft arrivals over the
western suburbs.

Airport modernization plans began
in 2001 when the Federal Aviation
Administration and Chicago aviation
department considered 20 design options
for O’Hare. The most efficient layout
was identified as two center runways
above and two center runways below a
center core. Runways were increased
from seven to eight—six east-west parallel
and two crosswind runways.
The airport’s runway configuration was
evaluated and approved by the FAA
in 2005, based on safety and efficient
movement of air traffic and on the
nature of any environmental impacts
with their associated mitigation.
Ultimately, O’Hare air traffic will be
balanced for triple parallel arrivals
and departures on six runways.
East-west flow enhances safety by
eliminating crossing runways, provides
a significant increase in capacity and
reduces delays.
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Ald. Mary O’Connor
Named Vice-Chair
Of Aviation Committee
Mary O’Connor (41st Ward),
appointed vice-chair in July
2013 for the City of Chicago’s
Committee on Aviation, plays
a key role in the economic
decision-making process for
O’Hare and Midway airports.
“Right now there are approxiAld. Mary O’Connor
mately 1,400 residents that
live in my ward who already work at O’Hare,”
said O’Connor. “My goal is to strengthen the
neighborhood economy by creating more job
opportunities for my constituents and making
more local businesses aware of upcoming airport
contracts and opportunities.”
O’Connor explained that in addition to federallyfunded contracts, city-funded O’Hare construction
projects worth over $100,000 will require that
7.5 percent of labor hours worked must be
completed by project-area residents. As a former
six-term president of the Edison Park Chamber of
Commerce, she also is working with the business
community to learn about O’Hare retail and food
concession opportunities.
However, the economic benefits of living near
O’Hare must be balanced with the environmental
challenges of noise and emissions, according
to O’Connor. She said she decided to hold an
outreach meeting “to give our residents an
opportunity to learn why the O’Hare Modernization
Plan was first proposed over 10 years ago and
also to get the facts about runway and flight path
changes. I have concerns, and obviously my
constituents have concerns,’’ O’Connor said. She
hopes the timeline for residential sound insulation
can be re-evaluated and expedited.
“We are experiencing more flights and although
some homes will be sound insulated, others will
not. We hope that after completion of the OMP
more homes will be eligible for some kind of noise
mitigation. I plan on continuing to advocate for an
expansion of this program.”
“Our residents have always had to deal with planes
overhead but we as a community remain very
concerned about nighttime flights,” O’Connor said.
“I will continue to seek more noise monitors to track
aircraft trends and advocate for stronger voluntary
Fly Quiet adherence to preferential runways.”

Runway 10C/28C Outreach Efforts
Prepare Residents, Officials
More than 160 residents gathered at Bensenville’s Village Hall in
mid-October anxiously awaiting a briefing on O’Hare’s new Runway
10C/28C by members of the FAA, CDA and ONCC. The event marked
the last of 34 community and legislative outreach meetings conducted
before the runway’s opening October 17.
Residents were greeted by Bensenville Trustee and ONCC Designee
JoEllen Ridder before collecting informational material and heading to
various informal gatherings to hear experts discuss runway usage, flight
paths, residential sound insulation and aircraft noise.
“We knew we could not change the O’Hare Modernization Program,” said
Trustee Ridder. “But we wanted our residents to understand what the
changes were going to be and eliminate the element of surprise.”
The outreach served three purposes—to remind community stakeholders
of the continuation and progress of the OMP, to ensure that all community
stakeholders are aware of the new runway opening in October, and to
prepare community stakeholders for changes in noise levels as a result of
the new runway.
Chicago aviation department’s
Deputy Commissioner
of Sustainability Amy Malick
explains the new east-west flow
for O’Hare flights at Chicago
Ward 41’s Outreach Open House.

Village Trustee JoEllen Ridder
traces new Runway 10C/28C
air traffic flight patterns for
residents during the Bensenville
Outreach Open House.

While some residents questioned the open house format, many just wanted
to know if the planes were going to fly over their house or if they were
eligible for sound insulation. The majority of attendees were long-time
Bensenville residents; some even worked at the airport. All understood
the economic impact of a modern, efficient and safe airport.
Late last year, the FAA, CDA and ONCC agreed to launch an outreach
effort to prepare federal, state and local elected officials as well as
hundreds of residents who would be impacted by the new runway and
flight path changes at O’Hare.
“In anticipation of the opening of Runway 10C/28C, we conducted a total
of 34 outreach presentations held in schools, churches, community
centers and congressional offices,” said Jeanette Camacho, ONCC executive
director. “Several Chicago aldermen, state and federal representatives also
attended briefings.”
Prior to the runway opening, the outreach team met with residents
of Itasca, Chicago Wards 36, 39 and 41, Norridge, Schiller Park and
Bensenville. ONCC offered open house invitations to all communities.

CDA Begins Final Phases of Residential Sound Insulation
The Chicago Department of Aviation
has completed sound insulation on
4,000 homes, or two-thirds of all homes
identified by the O’Hare Modernization
Program Build-Out Noise Contour.
There are just over 2,000 homes scheduled
for the remaining two sound insulation
phases—16 and 17. Approximately 1,016
homeowners in Wood Dale, Schiller Park
and Bensenville have signed up for Phase
16. Two out of the six construction
contracts have been awarded and field
measurements have begun in Wood Dale
and Bensenville.
Originally, CDA requested $20 million to
complete Phase 16 but only received
$14.4 million from the FAA due to high
demand for home mitigation grants from
other airports this past federal fiscal year.

Lawmakers (cont. from page 1)
metric that has been in place since the
early 1980s remains a reliable measure
of the true impact of aircraft noise.
In recent correspondence, the legislators
reminded the FAA that according to
the agency’s own Aerospace Forecast
projections, revenue passenger miles will
nearly double over the next two decades.
Operations are also expected to increase
by more than 45 percent.
“Vibrant neighborhoods and stable
property values need not be sacrificed,”
said Quigley, representing the 5th
District. “I’ll continue bringing
neighbors and airport officials together
to explore additional ways we can
address community concerns.”
In January 2013, Schakowsky reintroduced
House Resolution 29, urging the FAA to
continue its cooperation with airports
nationwide to implement noise mitigation
plans and, through the Next Generation Air
Transportation System (NextGen), to reduce
noise pollution across the United States.
The lawmakers have asked the Chicago
Department of Aviation to explore
whether flight paths can be adjusted
to minimize air traffic over the most
densely populated areas of their districts
and are requesting expansion of the Fly
Quiet Program.

homes. Part of a 25-home bid package,
the goal is to sound insulate each home
with a minimal impact on the historical
nature of the structure.

TWO-THIRDS IDENTIFIED
HOMES COMPLETED
One grant was for $11 million and the
last grant, received in September, was
for $3.3 million.
The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
has visited and verified the eligibility of
historic status for two homes located in
Bensenville and Wood Dale. The agency
talked to CDA about ways to preserve the
original windows and other features of the

Phase 17 homes, located in Chicago
and Park Ridge, is the last group
identified as part of OMP’s construction
of Runway 9C/27C.
Sound insulation will be divided into
sub-phases—17A, 17B and 17C.
Phases 17A and 17B will include
portions of Park Ridge and Chicago
while 17C will include the remainder
of Chicago homes that are located in
the southwestern portion of the Norwood
Park Historical District.
The CDA estimates Phase 17 will take
about two years to be completed.

Last Eligible School Receives
Sound Insulation Funding
Christian Ebinger Elementary School, 7350 W. Pratt
Ave. in the Edison Park neighborhood of northwest
Chicago, is the recent recipient of a $375,000
design grant from the FAA for sound insulation as
a result of the O’Hare Modernization Program.
The City of Chicago will provide an additional
$93,750 using approved airline passenger
facility charges.
The 85-year-old school serves more than 600
students from kindergarten through eighth grade
and is part of the Chicago Public Schools District
299. Since the school sound insulation program began, 121 schools have been sound
insulated within the O’Hare region at a cost of more than $300 million.
In addition to Ebinger, St. Tarcissus and Farnsworth schools, both located in Chicago,
are in the construction phase of sound insulation.

Morton Grove
Joins ONCC
ONCC members unanimously approved
the Village of Morton Grove for
membership at the Commission’s
September general meeting. The
addition of Morton Grove, with a
population of 23,270, brings ONCC’s
membership to 35 communities and
16 school districts near O’Hare.

Boeing Expert Cites 90% Reduction
in Noise Footprint of New Aircraft

ONCC Moves Meetings
To DePaul O’Hare Campus
Beginning in January 2014, O’Hare
Noise Compatibility Commission general
meetings will be held at the DePaul
University O’Hare Campus, 8770 W. Bryn
Mawr Ave., Chicago.
“We have always been happy and well
served at our former meeting place,
Rosewood Restaurant and Banquets
in Rosemont,” said ONCC Chairman
Arlene Mulder, “but DePaul is conveniently
located and has technical capabilities
needed to facilitate our meetings.”
In 2014 ONCC general meetings will be
held six times, starting on Friday, January
10, followed by meetings in March, May,
September, October and November.
“As sound insulation projects for residences
and schools near completion, attention
will focus on technological advances
in aviation regarding airport noise,”
Mulder said.
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Last summer, the ONCC Technical
Committee welcomed Mangala Lonkar,
manager for noise and emissions for
Boeing Commercial Airplane. Her
presentation, “Reducing Aircraft
Noise Through Innovation—A Boeing
Perspective,” illustrated how the aircraft
manufacturer works within the aviation
community to develop sustainable
solutions for quieter and cleaner skies.
Boeing’s innovative solutions are based
on cleaner factories, products, flights
and a sustainable future. Boeing has
four LEED-certified (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
sites and is a 2013 U.S. EPA Energy Star
Partner of Sustainable Excellence.
Regarding cleaner flights, Boeing
projects a yearly 1.5 percent efficiency
improvement from today until 2020. By
2015 Boeing expects to cut net emission
levels in half based on 2005 numbers.
Lonkar explained that in the early 1960s
jet airplanes burned more fuel and were
extremely noisy. However, since the
2000s, Boeing’s new generation airplanes
offer a 90 percent reduction in the noise

footprint and 70 percent fuel improvement and reduced CO2 emissions.
Boeing’s cleaner, quieter family of new
airplanes, such as the 787 Dreamliner,
offers a 20 percent reduction in fuel
and CO2 and a 60 percent smaller noise
footprint compared to a 767. The 747-8
has a 14 percent reduction in fuel and
CO2 and a 30 percent smaller noise
footprint relative to the 747-400.
As for emissions, reduction of flights by
just one minute will equal 4.4 million
tons less CO2 annually. Achieving this
goal relies on a modernized air traffic
management system that optimizes
flight and flight paths and relieves
system congestion, she said.

Members Tour Airfield Construction,
Aurora Air Traffic Control Center
Last summer ONCC members set aside pages of statistics to tour first-hand two
significant components of O’Hare air traffic. On June 20, members boarded an
airport bus to view different areas of the airport including the Runway 10C/28C
and taxiways that were under construction as part of the modernization program.
On August 29, ONCC members and representatives from U.S. Congressman Mike
Quigley’s office (5th Dist.) boarded another bus to tour the Chicago Air Route
Traffic Control Center (ZAU) in Aurora, Ill.
The Chicago Center is one of 21 ARTCCs in the United States. Between January 1,
2012 and December 31, 2012, the center handled 2,343,281 aircraft operations.
Chicago Center covers approximately 91,000 square miles of the Midwestern
United States, including parts of Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, Michigan
and Missouri. ZAU provides air traffic services to the Chicago and Milwaukee
metropolitan areas and numerous underlying approach control facilities.
In addition to observing controllers on the job, participants viewed a typical day
in U.S. air space and witnessed last year’s Super Bowl event through the eyes of air
traffic control via time-lapse screens. The amazing “highway in the sky” captured
commercial and private aircraft in route to and from the Indianapolis airport.
Finally, on September 24, ONCC hosted 16 members and community representatives
at a Noise 101 Workshop where participants learned acoustic terminology to
familiarize themselves with O’Hare Airport monthly noise reports.

