Fly Quiet Subcommittee Seeks
Pilot, Air Traffic Controller Input
A Fly Quiet Subcommittee of ONCC’s
Technical Committee is on a mission
to update, consolidate and rebrand
the O’Hare Airport’s nighttime Fly
Quiet Program as extended and new
runways will be commissioned within
three months.
At its initial meeting, committee
members agreed that the name
“Fly Quiet” may be misleading. The
committee concluded other issues
are (1) non-adherence of nighttime
use on preferred runways and (2)
redundant Ground Run-up Enclosure
(GRE) and Fly Quiet reports complied by the Chicago Department of
Aviation, noted Technical Committee
Chairperson Rita Mullins.
In order to understand both the air
trafﬁc controllers’ and the pilots’
perspectives regarding nighttime
preferential runway use, the subcommittee conferred with William
Mumper, FAA’s O’Hare control tower
manager, and Kevin Markwell, FAA’s
O’Hare control tower operations
manager, in July.
Both sides agreed that runway safety
is always going to have top priority
regardless of the time of day.
At the August subcommittee meeting,
United Airlines Chief Pilot, Captain

Approximately 1,000 residences in
Chicago, Schiller Park, Bensenville
and Park Ridge will be sound insulated against O’Hare aircraft noise
as part of an FAA $18 million grant
approved in June. The City of Chicago
will provide additional funding with
its passenger facility charges on
airline tickets.

Bo Ellis, reminded the committee that
newer, quieter aircraft and re-conﬁgured
runways will contribute to less noise
in many instances. Flying at reduced
speeds to save fuel also can contribute
to quieter ﬂights, he said.
The subcommittee will continue to
meet to consolidate and streamline
Fly Quiet and GRE reports as its
ﬁrst priority. Other goals include:
develop a pilot and air trafﬁc controller
incentive program, produce a pilot
training manual/video, revise existing
preferential ﬂight tracks, establish
preferential ﬂight tracks for new
runways, continue dialogue with pilots
and air trafﬁc controllers, and identify
a new name and logo.

Register Today!
Aircraft Noise
Symposium Oct. 24

P.O. Box 1126 • Des Plaines, IL 60017
www.oharenoise.org

FAA $18 Million
Grant to Sound
Insulate Homes

The 2008 FAA grant allowed an
increase of 43 percent in the number
of homes ONCC identiﬁed for sound
insulation compared to residences
selected in 2007.
Communities and 2008 allocations
include Chicago, 434 multi-unit
residences; Schiller Park, 354
multi-unit residences; Bensenville,
232 multi-unit residences; and Park
Ridge, 9 multi-unit residences.
What began as a 10-home Chicago
demonstration project in 1995,
is now an ongoing partnership
with the FAA, City of Chicago and
ONCC. A total of 6,184 homes
have been sound insulated and an
additional 6,000 housing units are
earmarked for completion when
the full build-out of the airport is
expected in 2014.
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O ’Hare M onitor
Mission
The O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission
strives to reduce the impact of aircraft noise
through home and school sound insulation,
and to reduce aircraft noise, whenever
possible at its source.

Itasca Joins ONCC
The Village of Itasca, located 10
miles west of O’Hare International
Airport, elected to join ONCC in
May. Itasca is the third DuPage
County community—in addition to
Bartlett and Wood Dale—to join
ONCC’s steadily growing membership, which now includes 27 Cook
and DuPage communities, Cook
County and 15 school districts.
“We are conﬁdent and
optimistic that our
ONCC membership
will beneﬁt our village
and the quality of
life for our residents.
The commission has
been a very effective Mayor Gruber
advocate for communities through
its cooperative efforts and we
are proud to join in its work and
accomplishments with airport and
airline authorities,” said Itasca
Mayor Claudia “Gigi” Gruber.
Itasca—along with Schiller Park and
Niles—will receive new, long-term
portable noise monitors deployed
to capture aircraft noise events as
part of the O’Hare Modernization
Program (OMP). Currently, there
are 34 permanent monitors located
in communities surrounding O’Hare.
Itasca has a population of 8,300
that swells to more than 50,000
people during daytime, working
hours. It is home to 11 of Chicago’s
largest privately held companies that
produced 2007 revenues exceeding
$3 billion.

O’Hare Upgrades Aircraft
Noise Management System
A complete upgrade to the existing
aircraft noise monitoring system at
O’Hare International Airport, including
additional noise monitors to measure
the impact of the O’Hare Modernization
Program (OMP), is underway. The City
of Chicago awarded Lochard Corporation
the contract to upgrade, support and
operate the new monitoring system.
The improved noise monitoring
program supports O’Hare Noise
Compatibility Commission’s (ONCC)
mission to assess and negotiate the
noise impact of ﬂight operations on
the neighboring communities around
the airport. With an extended runway
commissioning in September and a new
runway targeted to open November 20,
several communities that never experienced aircraft noise will be impacted.
“Currently, there are 33 aircraft noise
monitors deployed within the O’Hare
region, which include two in Wood
Dale and one in Park Ridge,” said
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Brian Gilligan, ONCC executive
director. “These three new monitors are
long-term deployments and will become
permanent monitors in the near future.
There also will be three additional
long-term portable noise monitors for
Itasca, Schiller Park and Niles.”
In addition to upgrading the monitoring system, Lochard will replace all
the noise monitors with new Internet
EMUTM monitors to improve reliability
and ensure that the noise data are
beyond question.
“Having an updated, accurate and
efﬁcient monitoring system is essential
to the success of our noise programs,”
said Aaron Frame, assistant commissioner of the Chicago Department of
Aviation. “The importance of accurately
recording and reﬂecting changes in
the noise environs will help manage
the ﬂight tracks and preferential
runways, which is so important to
the Fly Quiet Program.”

Aircraft Noise Symposium Oct. 24
“Breaking Sound Barriers: Talking
the Talk about Aircraft Noise” will be
the theme for a ﬁrst-ever symposium
sponsored by ONCC on Friday,
Oct. 24, at the Hyatt Rosemont Hotel,
Rosemont, Ill. The all-day event will
feature experts in airport noise and
environmental issues, community
advocacy and future ﬂight development
such as super sonic aircraft.
Topics will include the introduction of a
new guidebook/toolkit for communities
to manage and reduce aircraft noise, a
session featuring ﬁrst-hand experiences

by communities balancing economics
and aircraft noise, and panel discussions regarding environmental issues
and setting the standard for future
super sonic aircraft.
The ONCC symposium is sponsored
by the FAA and Landrum & Brown.
For information about sponsorship
opportunities, contact Brian Gilligan,
773-686-3198, bgilligan@ohare.com;
to register, contact Jeanette Camacho,
773-686-6724, jcamacho@ohare.com,
or visit www.oharenoise.org.

Mayor Wilks Early
Advocate for Residential
Sound Insulation Program
Former trustee and current Mount
Prospect Mayor Irvana Wilks is
one of the original ONCC members
involved in the creation of sound
insulation criteria for residences
affected by aircraft noise.
Initially she attended meetings
monthly as an alternate for then
Mayor Wilks
Mayor Gerald L. “Skip” Farley.
They worked through criteria established by the FAA.
“One early rule we identiﬁed was to insulate residences
in the worst impacted areas,” said Mayor Wilks. “We
called it ‘Worst First’ eligibility. We were feeling our
way through the eligibility process. We’ve come a
long way; I still sit on the Residential Sound Insulation
Committee today.”
Mayor Wilks learned ﬁrst hand how different sound
insulation products such as windows and doors can
enhance the quality of life for those living within the
noise contours of O’Hare Airport.
Although Mount Prospect homes were not eligible
for sound insulation, a number of district schools did
qualify and have been sound insulated. The village also
has two sound measuring devices to ensure aircraft
noise is carefully monitored in the area.
Mayor Wilks is proud of ONCC’s work with airlines
in regard to quieter aircraft. “Our communications
with the airlines is a great beneﬁt to all residents living
close to O’Hare because airline management does
listen to our concerns and works with us to solve
aircraft noise issues ranging from aircraft technology
to ﬂight patterns,” she explained.
As for the future, Wilks envisions at least 10 more years
of work. “More than 100 schools have completed
sound insulation programs with several others in some
phase of work. We have sound insulated over 6,900
residences. We still have work to do until the O’Hare
Modernization Program is completed with new runways
impacting people’s quality of life. There are an
additional 6,000-plus sound insulations scheduled
for neighboring residences.”
“If land use compatibility is established and we know
the FAA is funding grants for new village ordinance
studies, then our jobs will be done; our usefulness will
be complete,” she said.

ONCC Welcomes New
Aviation Commissioner

Municipalities Pursue Land Use Grant; FAA Extends
Application Deadline

Mayor Richard M. Daley appointed
Richard L. Rodriguez as commissioner
of the Chicago Department of Aviation
in April 2008. Rodriguez had been the
commissioner of the Department of
Buildings since June 2007.

The City of Des Plaines is leading the way in the FAA’s
effort to encourage compatible land use for areas
surrounding O’Hare International Airport. The City is
one of three ONCC municipalities that has either received
a grant or is awaiting grant approval.

During his tenure, he saved the city
nearly $2 million by streamlining the
functions of the Buildings Department
with the Department of Construction
and Permits.

The purpose of the FAA grant under the Vision 100—
Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act—Section 16
is to reduce non-compatible land use and to prevent the
introduction of additional non-compatible land use within
an airport vicinity.

Commissioner
Rodriguez

Des Plaines received a $750,000 FAA grant in 2007
and has hired three consultants who are evaluating and
developing guidelines for three distinct areas to improve
commercial and industrial compatible land use within the
O’Hare region.

Recognized as a manager who can move things forward,
Rodriguez will work closely with ONCC as it tackles aircraft
noise issues during the next phase and completion of the
O’Hare Modernization Program.
“We need to maintain the balance between the quality of life
for the residents within the O’Hare Airport neighborhood and
the economic vitality that O’Hare offers the Chicago region,”
said Rodriguez. “The ONCC successfully maintains that
balance and we will continue to support its future endeavors.”

The Village of Harwood Heights has submitted a grant
application to the FAA in hopes of obtaining $400,000
in funding. The City of Wood Dale is preparing an FAA
grant application which is due by September 30, 2008.

Rodriguez also served in executive level positions for the
Chicago Department of Aviation and the Chicago Housing
Authority. He has a bachelor of arts degree in sociology and
communications from Loyola University Chicago. He also
holds a juris doctor degree from Chicago-Kent College of Law,
as well as various professional licenses.

Des Plaines ofﬁcials are looking at all existing zoning
and making recommendations for updating ordinances,
developing industrial guidelines for the Elmhurst Road
and Oakton Street corridors, and exploring avenues to
interface new O’Hare cargo inter-modal facilities between
Des Plaines and the airport.

Rodriguez is a 2005 graduate of the Metropolitan Leadership
Institute, and a board member of Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Chicago and Daughters of Charity Ministries
of Chicago. He is married with ﬁve children.

ONCC Honors Mayor Daley

Elmhurst Road and Oakton Street intersection.

Des Plaines has also worked on grade separations on
Mount Prospect Road and Touhy Avenue to ease trafﬁc
back-ups from freight trains.
“These projects are beneﬁcial in determining compatible
current and future land uses in one of our most important
commercial corridors—Elmhurst Road and Oakton Street,”
said Tim Angell, Des Plaines deputy director of economic
development. “For anyone who commutes, it’s easing
trafﬁc ﬂow on Touhy Avenue and Mount Prospect Road.”
Angell feels that in the future, with up-to-date zoning, there
will be a better integration of industrial, commercial and
residential land use within the O’Hare Airport region.
For more information about the FAA grant and whether
your community qualiﬁes contact Brian Gilligan, ONCC
executive director, 773-686-3198 or bgilligan@ohare.com
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Arlene J. Mulder
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ONCC Launches New Logo

Dr. Raymond J. Kuper

Check out the new logo design for the O’Hare Noise
Compatibility Commission!

Gerald L. Farley

“The time was right to revamp
our image as an advocate for
environmental issues, namely
aircraft noise reduction,
explained ONCC Chairperson and Arlington Heights Mayor
Arlene Mulder.
The versatile two-color logo incorporates the full name of
the commission, along with a stylized graphic element that
depicts the core message of ONCC—improving the quality
of life by reducing aircraft noise through innovative efforts.
The new logo will appear in all forms of printed and electronic
communication as ONCC moves forward in residential and
school sound insulation for O’Hare Airport’s neighboring
communities.
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Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley, recognized for his foresight to improve
the quality of life for residents living near O’Hare Airport, receives an ONCC
award from ONCC Chairperson Arlene J. Mulder and ONCC Technical
Committee Chairperson Rita L. Mullins with Arlington Heights artist and
award designer Joe Burlini before a luncheon crowd of 160 quests in May.
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