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ONCC Chair Receives Gilfillan Award at Aviation Symposium
ONCC Chair Arlene J. Mulder, Mayor
of Arlington Heights, was honored
with the 2007 Gilfillan Award at the

recognizes her valuable contributions in addressing the environmental impacts of aviation.
The award is named in honor of the
Symposium’s founder, Walter
Gilfillan, an aviation consultant and
former University of California
Berkeley faculty member and facilitator. Gilfillan received the inaugural award in 2006.

ONCC Chair Arlene J. Mulder (center) accepts
the 2007 Gilfillan Award from Walter Gilfillan
and Dr. Donna Reid, Outreach Manager,
University of California Davis.

22nd Annual Aviation Noise and Air
Quality Symposium in San
Francisco, California. The award

“Mayor Mulder has been an active
participant in the Symposium as not
only a contributor at the program
committee level but as a speaker
and moderator,” Gilfillan explained.
“Mayor Mulder’s contributions over
the years have been extremely
important to making progress in the
area of aviation noise reduction

since she represents the community
side of environmental issues. She is
an extraordinary person who maintains excellent relationships with a
variety of stakeholders, and is certainly well-deserving of this honor.”
Mulder, who had represented the
ONCC on the Symposium’s Planning
Committee, participated in a panel
discussion that focused on the pertinent skills and tools the next generation of aviation professionals will
need to address future environmental and noise challenges. The
Symposium also featured an ONCC
presentation on the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Land Use
Grant Program, which provided
$750,000 to Des Plaines in 2006.

O’Hare Aircraft Noise Complaints Fall for Eighth Straight Year
Calls to the O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission’s noise hotline fell
in 2006 for the eighth consecutive
year. The hotline received 1,528
noise complaints in 2006, down
from 1,958 in 2005 and only a small
fraction of the 25,773 calls
received in the peak year, 1998.
The Commission attributes the
largest part of the complaint
decrease to a gradual reduction of
overall aircraft noise around O’Hare
Airport, especially the retirement of
older and noisier Stage-2 and Stage-3
aircraft, including the 727.
The ONCC uses information collected
from noise complaints to identify

Noise complaints have fallen dramatically since 1998

specific aircraft that deviate from
the nighttime Fly Quiet Program,
which is designed to reduce aircraft
noise over residential areas through

use of preferred departure runways
and flight paths. Inquiries are made
to the airlines when specific Fly Quiet
deviations are identified.

O’Hare Noise Levels Decline Again in 2006, ONCC Reports
Aircraft noise levels around O’Hare
International Airport declined again
in 2006, the O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission (ONCC) reported,
with the greatest improvements
recorded in communities closest to
the airport.
ONCC officials attribute the noise
decline to quieter aircraft fleets,
closer adherence to the nighttime
Fly Quiet Program, which is
designed to reduce aircraft noise
over residential areas by using preferred departure runways and
flight paths, other technological
and operational improvements.
ONCC’s Airport Noise Monitoring
System measures noise at 37 stations around the airport, and the
Commission reports results monthly.
The largest decline was reported
at the Bensenville noise monitoring
station, where the 2006 day-night
average sound level (DNL) was 61.0,
down 6.3 from the 67.3 level
recorded there when baseline
readings were taken in 2000. Other
large improvements were recorded
in Melrose Park (-5.2), Northlake

Day-Night Average Sound Levels Decline Across O’Hare Region.

(-4.9), Schiller Park (-4.4), Park
Ridge (-4.0) and Elk Grove Village
(-3.1). Communities further from
the airport also improved, but
more slowly. Des Plaines dropped
2.7, Mt. Prospect 1.9, and Arlington
Heights 1.6.
DNL is a noise measure used to

describe average aircraft noise levels over a 24-hour period, typically
an average day over the course of
a year. It penalizes aircraft operations that occur between the hours
of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. by 10 decibels
to account for increased annoyance
when ambient noise levels are lower
and people are trying to sleep.

Commission Elects 2007-08 Officers
Upcoming Meetings
June 20 – 9:30 a.m.
Residential Sound Insulation Committee
– Norridge Village Hall, 4000 N. Olcott
August 28 – 9 a.m.
Technical Committee – Mount
Prospect Village Hall, 50 S. Emerson
September 7 – 8 a.m.
ONCC – Donald E. Stephens Convention
Center, 5555 N. River Road, Rosemont
September 12 – 10 a.m.
School Sound Insulation Committee –
School District 59, 2123 S. Arlington
Heights Rd., Arlington Heights
All meetings are open to the public.

Arlington Heights Mayor Arlene J.
Mulder and Harwood Heights
School District 86 Superintendent
Dr. Raymond J. Kuper were reelected to one-year terms as
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson,
respectively, of the O’Hare Noise
Compatibility Commission (ONCC)
at the organization’s Annual
Meeting in March.
Commission members also elected former Mount Prospect Mayor
Gerald L. “Skip” Farley as ONCC
Treasurer.

“Our members’ commitment and
dedication to reducing aircraft noise
in communities surrounding O’Hare
International Airport are key reasons
for the Commission’s success thus
far,” Mulder said. “I look forward to
working with you all in the future to
build on this record of success.”
“This Commission has been a great
learning experience for me and a
tremendous opportunity to work with
so many people who are dedicated to
improving the lives of students and residents around O’Hare,” Kuper added.

World’s Largest Passenger Jet Visits O’Hare
Several representatives of the
O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission were among the dignitaries

International Airport March 20 as
part of its inaugural visit to the
United States.
The plane, which weighs
1.2 million pounds, has a
wingspan longer than a
football field. The jet
incorporates new technologies that greatly
reduce engine noise and
increase fuel efficiency.

“This is one of the first
airplanes that really
addressed the noise
issue,” said ONCC Chair
and Arlington Heights
Mayor Arlene J. Mulder.
ONCC Chair Arlene J. Mulder greets Airbus officials at O’Hare “I’m looking forward to
after touring the Airbus A380.
this.” German airline
Lufthansa plans to begin operating
invited to tour the new Airbus
the A380 at O’Hare in late 2009.
A380 — the world’s largest passenger jet — when it landed at O’Hare

Access ONCC
Annual Report by
Mail, Online
The 2006 Annual report of the
O’Hare Noise Compatibility
Commission
(ONCC) is available by mail or
via the Internet.
To request a
free copy of the
report by mail,
write to: ONCC,
PO Box 1126,
Des Plaines, IL 60017-1126.
The 2006 report is also available for
viewing and download at the ONCC
Website, www.oharenoise.org.

Communities Urged to Adopt Code of Silence
The O’Hare Noise Compatibility
Commission (ONCC) is launching a
campaign to encourage communities around O’Hare International
Airport to adopt newly developed
building codes designed to make
homes and commercial locations
quieter.
The ONCC is concerned that the
tear-down trend in older communities and new construction projects
are resulting in an increasing number of homes in areas impacted by
various sources of noise.
According to Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) guidelines,
new homes and home additions are
not eligible for the O’Hare
Residential Sound Insulation
Program overseen by the ONCC.

Late last year, Arlington Heights
became the first community in
Illinois to use the ONCC’s model
sound insulation ordinance as the
basis for developing a comprehensive set of noise mitigation standards for new construction. The
ONCC is now distributing the
Arlington Heights’ codes with the
recommendation that they be used
as a starting point or template for
similar sound insulation building
codes in other communities.
Members of the ONCC’s Model
Sound Insulation Ad Hoc Committee
drafted much of the language in
the model ordinance. Arlington
Heights Building Department
Director Nicholas Gadzekpo developed the Arlington Heights sound
insulation code in consultation with

Mayor Mulder and its Village Board.
Both documents are available
on the Commission’s web site,
www.oharenoise.org.
The ONCC is especially interested in
making sure that communities
around O’Hare are addressing noise
issues in advance of the changing
aircraft departure and landing patterns that will result from the
O’Hare Modernization Program.
ONCC is concerned that communities could be permitting new construction without proper sound
insulation in areas that may currently have little impact from aircraft noise, but have different
noise contours in the future.

Commission Members
Communities
Arlington Heights
Bartlett
Bellwood
Chicago
Cook County
Des Plaines
Elmwood Park
Franklin Park
Harwood Heights
Hoffman Estates
Maywood
Melrose Park
Mount Prospect
Niles
Norridge
Northlake
Oak Park
Palatine
Park Ridge
River Grove
River Forest
Rolling Meadows
Rosemont
Schaumburg
Stone Park

School Districts
District 59
District 63
District 80
District 81
District 84
District 84.5
District 85.5
District 86
District 87
District 88
District 89
District 214
District 234
District 299
District 401

Contact
ONCC
Noise Hotline
800-435-9569
Brian Gilligan
Executive Director
773-686-3198

O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission
PO Box 1126 Des Plaines Illinois 60017-1126
We’re on the Web! www.oharenoise.org

ONCC Members Meet with
China’s Aviation Administrators

Officials from China’s Civil Aviation Administration, and Civil Aviation
Management Institute, meet with ONCC members. Representing the ONCC
are Chairperson and Arlington Heights Mayor Arlene J. Mulder (front, second
from left), Chicago Airport System Commissioner Nuria I. Fernandez (seated,
second from right), Norridge Village Clerk Judith Dunne Bernardi (standing,
second from right), Palatine Mayor Rita Mullins (standing, third from right)
and Cook County official Frank A. Damato (standing, center). The factfinding mission was part of a nationwide visit by the Chinese delegation,
whose itinerary included stops at the Symposium on Aviation Noise and Air
Quality in San Francisco, and airports in Chicago, New York and Los Angeles.
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