O ’Hare M onitor
Mission
The O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission
strives to reduce the impact of aircraft noise
through home and school sound insulation,
and to reduce aircraft noise, whenever
possible at its source.

Fall 2016

ONCC Leaders Prepare for The Future
Three New Communities,
One School Join ONCC
As O’Hare continues its modernization
and aircraft noise impacts new areas,
three more communities and one high
school district have joined O’Hare
Noise Compatibility Commission
(ONCC) this fall.
Officially welcomed to the
organization at the September
general meeting, the Commission now
includes 41 municipalities and 17
school districts.
The new members include:
• the Village of South Barrington,
located 19 miles northwest of
O’Hare with a population of
approximately 4,565 residents;
• the City of Elmhurst, located about
10 miles south of the airport with a
population of approximately 45,171
residents as of 2012;
• the Village of Addison, located 12
miles southwest of O’Hare with
approximately 36,942 residents; and
• Community High School District
100 which represents approximately
1,500 students who attend Fenton
High School located in Bensenville,
Illinois. Fenton students live in
Wood Dale and Bensenville. The
high school was one of the first 10
schools to be sound insulated under
the O’Hare School Sound Insulation
Program.
ONCC welcomes these new members
to the table and appreciates their
efforts to learn more about aircraft
noise issues and to inform their
residents about ONCC initiatives.

While Fly Quiet initiatives
have dominated the past
year, the ONCC Executive
Committee refocused their
goals as they prepare to
celebrate the Commission’s 20
year commitment to mitigate
and abate aircraft noise.
The leadership team met
in early July for a strategic
planning meeting to review
accomplishments and carve out
the path for the coming year.
They agreed on three major topics:
1. Cargo—how it works, its logistics and
the noise impact on the community;
2. Federal mandates—stage 4 and 5
aircraft fleet improvements; taking a
proactive position with airlines and
manufacturers; and
3. Relationships—reaching out to
Congress’ Quiet Skies Caucus and
the FAA as they integrate safety
and efficiency while addressing
environmental issues.
Cargo on the local level
As cargo demand increases, the
committee felt they need to take a closer

look at the cargo component of the airport
and its noise impact on the community.
The Technical Committee already had
a plan in place to build a relationship
with cargo carriers. ONCC leaders
identified cargo as a topic to focus on
during the next year and suggested
inviting cargo representatives to
address the Technical Committee.
Fleet improvements
There are still a large number of MD80
aircraft, which account for noisier
planes at all hours. The committee
suggested having a rating system for
airlines that are phasing out nosier
aircraft as a positive incentive.
Continued on page 4

Fly Quiet Committee Reviews
Runway Rotation Plan Data
The Ad Hoc Fly Quiet Committee convened on August 15 to review data from the
Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) on the status of the Fly Quiet II Rotation Plan.
The Fly Quiet Runway Rotation Plan, developed by CDA and ONCC, with input
from Suburban O’Hare Commission and the Fair Allocation in Runways Coalition,
aims to achieve a more balanced distribution of overnight noise exposure for
Chicago and suburban communities.
Continued on page 4

The 124th School
Sound Insulated;
School Committee
Continues Mission
Thirty-four years ago, the city of Chicago
recognized the need to sound insulate
schools surrounding O’Hare International
Airport. O’Hare was fast becoming the
world’s busiest airport.
The O’Hare School Sound Insulation Program is the nation’s largest and oldest
aircraft noise mitigation endeavor initiated to provide noise relief and a quiet
learning environment for hundreds of thousands students and educators.

United Airlines
Utilizes Simple
Technique to Lower
Aircraft Noise
United Airlines has announced it will
begin installing the vortex generator
device on their Airbus 319/320 fleet
to reduce the unique whistling sound
that occurs at slower speeds due to
wing design. Installation will begin
later this year.
A vortex generator can lower, by up to
six decibels, the noise generated by A320
aircraft during the descent and aircraft
approach phases, starting from 25 miles
and up to 7.5 miles out. The device diverts
wind from vents on the underside of
wings and reduces the sound radiating
from the aircraft, just before the landing
gear and flaps are deployed for landing.
ONCC reached out to several airlines
when it learned about the vortex
generator in 2014. At that time, a United
Airlines spokesperson told ONCC that
the airline would be reaching out to other
airlines that had fitted their fleet with
these generators to find out how the
device affected aircraft performance and
what was the trade-off.
United Airlines plans to address ONCC
members this year on the noise reduction
benefits of vortex generator.

At its annual strategic planning meeting last summer, the Executive
Committee recommended that the School Sound Insulation Committee
continue its work under the leadership of Dr. Raymond Kuper, committee
chair. Dr. Kuper will appoint a vice-chair to reconvene the committee this
year. The goal of this group of educators is to revisit the schools sound
insulated at the beginning of the program and to discuss and evaluate what
options might be available to secure funding to update sound insulation
materials in those facilities if needed.
To date, 27 school districts, located in 23 communities, have received
approximately $350 million worth of windows, doors and insulated roofing
along with heating and air conditioning systems. Of those 124 schools sound
insulated, 37 schools were private and 16 were high schools.
As ONCC celebrates its 20th
anniversary, the Commission will
recognize all 124 schools sound insulated
and the history of the program. Ebinger
Elementary School, the 124th school to
receive sound insulation, is located in
Chicago Ward 41.
On July 28, the CDA hosted an O’Hare airfield tour for ONCC members and
congressional representatives. Participants included from left to right: Dennis
Ryan, River Grove; Aaron Frame, Chicago Department of Aviation; Mary Ann
Levar, U.S. Rep. Quigley’s office; Catherine Dunlap, Chicago Ward 41; Robert
Becker, U.S. Rep. Quigley’s office; Leif Anderson, U.S. Rep. Duckworth’s office;
Marina Faz-Huppet, U.S. Rep. Duckworth’s office; Norridge Mayor James
Chmura; Ray Lauk, School District 89; Brian Gaesor, Norridge; Jerzy Jaworski,
Chicago Department of Aviation; Lucia Crespo, ONCC; Jeanette Camacho,
ONCC; and Ron Sak, Chicago Ward 36.

Three ONCC Members Accept
Committee Leadership Roles
Three ONCC members have accepted leadership roles and will serve as treasurer,
vice chair of the Residential Sound Insulation Committee and chair of the ad hoc
By-Laws Committee.
Dr. Raymond Kuper, was elected ONCC treasurer in March 2016. Prior to
serving as treasurer, he served as vice chair, a role he held since 1997.
Dr. Kuper also has served as the School Sound Insulation Committee chair for 20
years, where he guided the development of criteria used to select schools for the
sound insulation program.
Dr. Kuper has worked in the field of education for over 30 years, holding many
positions from teacher to school superintendent. He retired in May 2009 as
superintendent of Union Ridge School District 86 in Harwood Heights.
Mr. Ralph Sorce is the new ONCC Residential Sound Insulation Committee vicechair. He has served on the committee since 2001, where he has overseen the
sound insulation of homes within the noise contour.
Mr. Sorce is the building commissioner for the Village of Melrose Park and has
worked in the field of municipal services since 1993. He has played a pivotal
role within this department, dealing with many aspects of village business and
continuing expertise to his role.
Mr. Sorce received his Bachelor of Science degree from Eastern Illinois
University and is an active and contributing member of several professional
and environmental organizations.
Bensenville Mayor Frank Soto will chair the ONCC ad hoc By-Laws Committee.
Mayor Soto has been an active member of ONCC. He serves on the ad hoc Fly
Quiet Committee and participated on the 2016 strategic planning session.
Mayor Soto has served as Bensenville’s mayor since 2009. He obtained degrees
in economics and business administration from Eastern Illinois University
and his Juris Doctorate from John Marshall Law School. In addition to his law
practice, Mayor Soto has served as the Director of Administrative Hearings for
the Illinois Office of the Secretary of State and Deputy Director of the Illinois
Chamber of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.
Currently, Mayor Soto is the secretary of The National Association to Insure a
Sound Controlled Environment (N.O.I.S.E.) a national aviation noise association
and the vice chair of the Suburban O’Hare Commission.

CDA Commissioner Ginger S. Evans addresses
concerns of Elk Grove Village residents at the
August Technical Committee meeting.

North Runway
Construction
Begins Under
O’Hare 21 Plan
On August 11, 2016 Mayor Rahm
Emanuel, Chicago Department of
Aviation Commissioner Ginger S.
Evans, and representatives of the
Federal Aviation Administration
and the airlines broke ground on
a new runway, 9C/27C, at O’Hare.
The runway is part of a $1.3 billion
O’Hare 21 infrastructure plan for the
airport, a partnership between the
city of Chicago, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), United Airlines
and American Airlines.
Construction of the runway will take
place in phases beginning with the
east, moving towards the center and
finally the west. As part of this project,
two new hangars will also be built.
Runway 9C/27C is the final parallel
runway to be constructed as part of the
O’Hare Modernization Plan (OMP). The
runway, expected to open in 2020, will
be 11,245 feet long and 200 feet wide,
making it the second largest runway at
O’Hare. The new runway is expected
to help balance noise exposure among
communities surrounding the airport.
Sound insulation programs for all
eligible homes and schools are in place
and are expected to be completed before
the runway opens.
Other aspects of the O’Hare 21
infrastructure plan include expansion
of Terminal 5, redevelopment of
Terminal 2, the expansion of gates and
two new hotels.

Fly Quiet (continued from page 1)

The committee decided that there
needs to be a greater understanding
of how market forces affect this
transition as manufacturers and
airlines move forward.

A Chicago resident leaves the
O’Hare Community Outreach
Vehicle while attending National
Night Out in Chicago Ward 36.
Aviation experts were on hand
to explain O’Hare flight data
and modernization

One way to understand if the airlines
were indeed following the federal
mandate to upgrade their fleet would
be to reach out to manufacturers.
Leadership reached a decision
that since Boeing headquarters
was located in Chicago it would
be a good opportunity for ONCC
to capitalize on their location
by inviting them to speak about
technology improvements. They
also plan extended invitations to
Airbus, Canadair and Embraer
manufacturers.
Governmental relationships
Finally, the committee felt that it was
time to take action and lobby for stage
5 quieter aircraft. Bensenville Mayor
Frank Soto suggested planning trips
to Washington DC to meet with the
Quiet Skies Caucus and learn how
ONCC can help their cause. Mayor
Juracek noted that by meeting with
Congress it would give the lawmakers
a better understanding of the impacts
of aircraft noise.
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Chicago Department of
Aviation Commissioner
Ginger S. Evans (center) and
ONCC Technical Committee
Chair Catherine Dunlap
(right), congratulate Amy
Hanson, environmental
protection specialist with
the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA)
Chicago Airports District
Office, as the recipient of the 2016 Airport Consultants Council
Agency Best Practices Award. Hanson was specifically recognized for her leadership and role in
successfully delivering the Chicago Modernization Plan Environmental Assessment Re-Evaluation.

Runway Rotation (continued from page 1)

CDA submitted the plan to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on June 20.
It was approved on July 1 and implemented on July 6. The goals of the plan were: to
provide near-term relief, reduce noise to the highest impacted communities and to
provide predictability by publishing a rotation schedule that allows citizens to predict
periods of relief to the extent possible.
The test consists of 12 weekly primary and secondary runway configurations that
will be rotated over 25 weeks. CDA staff and consultants developed 10 rotation
configurations that will be utilized during the 6-month test period. A survey is
also available for residents to provide feedback on how the rotation is positively or
negatively impacting them. The rotation schedules, reports and survey are available
on a special web site, http://www.airportprojects.net/flyquiettest. The test will
continue through the week of December 18.
CDA staff and consultants shared the first five weeks of test data with the committee.
They explained that many factors impact the nighttime operations at the airport, and
hence the Fly Quiet II operations – weather, wind speed and direction, construction
on the airfield and surrounding areas, airfield safety checks, inspections, maintenance
and repairs. The test required considerable coordination between the CDA and
construction crews, maintenance staff and the FAA.
Bensenville Mayor Frank Soto said that he has received positive feedback from his
community. Residents told him they were able to sleep undisturbed for the first time
in years. Constituents of Alderman Malcom Chester of Des Plaines had the opposite
reaction to the rotation—some of his residents were not happy about the impact the
rotation had on them.
In the end, ONCC will provide a recommendation to the FAA as to whether or not the
Interim Fly Quiet II Runway Rotation plan should be implemented beyond the 6-month
test period and until the closure of Runway 14R/32L. The FAA will make the final decision.

