3 New Communities
Join Commission

Simple Technology May Lower
Aircraft Noise Over Communities

DuPage County communities of
Bloomingdale and Downers Grove,
and northwest Chicago Ward 40 joined
ONCC in 2014 to seek relief from a
significant increase in aircraft noise
at O’Hare International Airport.

Thousands of residents may enjoy
“quieter skies” over O’Hare neighborhoods with an economical fix to some
Airbus aircraft.

Bloomingdale with a population of
nearly 22,240 joined ONCC at its
September general meeting.
In September, Chicago aldermen
also approved an amendment to the
2010 ONCC Inter-Governmental
Agreement (IGA) at their City Council
meeting which increased Chicago’s
representation in ONCC to six wards
by adding Ward 40.
ONCC members voted on that resolution
to amend the 2010 Inter-Governmental
Agreement with Chicago at the October
general meeting.
Downers Grove joined ONCC earlier
this year. It has a population of
approximately 49,400 and is situated
18 miles southwest of O’Hare.

A noise reduction kit, known as a
vortex generator, can lower by up to
six decibels the noise generated by
Airbus A320s during the descent and
aircraft approach phases, starting
from 25 miles and up to 7.5 miles out.
This summer two global aircraft carriers,
Lufthansa and Air France, began
retrofitting their aircraft in the Airbus
A320 family with vortex generators.
The vortex generator, developed by
the German Aerospace Centre (or
DLR) diverts wind from vents on the
underside of wings on the Airbus 320.
It reduces the sound radiating from
the aircraft, just before the landing gear
and flaps are deployed for landing.
While Lufthansa and Air France do
not fly this particular Airbus line of
single-aisle jets into O’Hare, according

to the CDA, eight airlines do fly the
A320 into O’Hare daily including
United and American Airlines.
Recently, Chairman Arlene Mulder met
with Charles Duncan, United Airlines
vice president of the O’Hare hub, to
discuss the vortex generators and their
potential benefit to reduce noise.
Mr. Duncan said he would contact
other airlines that have fitted their
fleet with these generators. He wants
to find out how these generators
affect aircraft performance and what
the trade-offs may be.
American Airlines Vice-President
Franco Tedeschi also told ONCC
members at the October 2014 meeting
that American Airlines plans to
purchase more Airbus A320s for its
fleet. ONCC asked Tedeschi to determine whether the new aircraft will
have vortex generators installed as a
way to mitigate aircraft noise.
Source: Euroactiv.com

Ward 40 has a population over 54,000
residents and is represented by
Alderman Patrick O’Connor.
The ONCC membership is now
comprised of 38 communities and
16 school districts.
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ONCC, Congress Seek Faster Results
From FAA Nationwide Survey
Back in 2009, when Runway 9L/27R opened at O’Hare causing aircraft noise
to shift over Park Ridge, ONCC campaigned to lower the 65DNL threshold.
Chairman Arlene Mulder sent a letter to FAA Acting Administrator Lynne
A. Osmus at the time, asking the agency to initiate new and innovative
discussions to change the standard noise metric.
Today, the FAA has taken the first step in a nationwide survey to determine
the appropriateness of the continued use of the DNL 65 dB metric. The
agency has developed the methodology and the draft questionnaire for the
national survey. The FAA is also updating the noise contours at the 20 airports
involved in the research program.
ONCC wrote FAA Administrator Michael Huerta in May 2014 requesting a
realistic timeline for the project. Federal lawmakers also urged Administrator
Huerta to expedite the agency’s review of the air traffic noise metrics to better
protect the health and well-being of their constituents.
In August, ONCC sent a letter to the FAA supporting the survey and the
funding from the Office of Management and Budget. The original completion
time for the survey and analysis was scheduled for December 2015, but
has been extended to 2016. Results will determine if changes to the 65DNL
are warranted.

O ’Hare M onitor
Mission
The O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission
strives to reduce the impact of aircraft noise
through home and school sound insulation,
and to reduce aircraft noise, whenever
possible at its source.
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Air Traffic Control
Manages Fly Quiet

ONCC Technical Committee Oversees
8 New Noise Monitor Locations

ONCC members met with Tower
Manager Jim Krieger from O’Hare’s
Air Traffic Control (ATC) in September
to continue discussions about the
airport’s Fly Quiet Program.
“I am optimistic about the progress
of the Fly Quiet Program,” said Joe
Annunzio, ONCC Technical Committee
chairman. “My optimism is based on the
recent drop in nighttime preferential
flight track deviations, the initiation of
a two-week study about causes for not
using preferential flight track, and the
cooperation and positive leadership
of the ATC managers and controllers.”
ONCC learned Fly Quiet nighttime
preferential flight track deviations
are less than a handful today since
Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) management began reviewing
all employees at the O’Hare towers.
ATC managers use audiotapes and radar
re-plays to investigate flight deviations.
Then they discuss the deviation with the
responsible air controller.
In September, CDA began tracking
deviant flight paths on a daily basis for
two weeks. Some causes may include
Chicago weather, nighttime airport
construction or storms in other parts of
the country that delay flights. “Backed-up
flights still need to depart quickly—with
safety and efficiency the top priority,”
explained Kreiger. The FAA expects test
data will be available in November.
Fly Quiet Program quarterly reports will
continue to illustrate flight deviations
printed in red on O’Hare overview maps.
Continued on page 3

T

hree Chicago wards and three
suburbs will be the recipients of
eight new noise monitors to capture
data pertaining to O’Hare aircraft noise.
Ward 39 will receive two monitors,
Ward 41, two monitors and Ward 40,
one monitor. Norridge, Bensenville and
Itasca will each receive one new monitor.
Last July, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel
announced the Chicago Department of
Aviation (CDA) and the O’Hare Noise
Compatibility Commission (ONCC)
would work together to acquire and
install eight additional permanent
airport noise monitors for Chicago and
suburban communities near O’Hare
International Airport.
Mayor Emanuel also invited Chicago
Alderman Michael Zalewski (23),
chairman of the City Council Committee
on Aviation; and Aldermen Mary
O’Connor (41); Pat O’Connor (40); and
Margaret Laurino (39) to identify new

noise monitor locations for their
respective wards.
“Noise monitors do not determine
residential sound insulation eligibility,”
said Joseph Annunzio, ONCC Technical
Committee chairman. “The CDA
compiles monitor data for public
interest, monitors aircraft noise trends
and validates noise contours.”
Monitor site selections are based on
flight path proximity, the distance from
the approved noise contour, area of
coverage by existing monitors, ambient
noise levels and access to public utilities.
“Currently there are 32 monitors
capturing data for the O’Hare region
and not every community and
Chicago ward can receive a new
monitor,” said Annunzio. “Our
members are working together to
ensure an equitable solution during
the monitor site selection.”
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CDA Commissioner
Andolino To Retire
Chicago Department of
Aviation Commissioner
Rosemarie S. Andolino
will retire from her post in
late fall. Ms. Andolino has
served in the public sector
for 24 years in a variety of
roles with the city of Chicago,
Rosemarie Andolino
including executive director
of the O’Hare Modernization
Program and first deputy commissioner of the
Chicago Department of Planning and Development. During her tenure, she transformed Chicago’s two aviation gateways—O’Hare International and Midway International airports—with new
infrastructure initiatives, route development and
implementation of sustainable practices.
From 2003 to 2009, Commissioner Andolino
developed a Sustainable Design Manual that
brought global recognition to O’Hare. According
to Airport World magazine, she made O’Hare
the “benchmark for environmental stewardship
in design and construction for civil projects.”
Commissioner Andolino executed the largest,
most successful airport expansion program in
the country by securing $300 million in federal
funding, raising $5 billion in bonds and gaining
approval of four passenger facility charge
applications from the FAA.
When the OMP and the CDA consolidated in 2009,
Commissioner Andolino assumed leadership
of both O’Hare and Midway airports. Together,
the airports generate nearly $45 billion in
economic activity and support 540,000 jobs.
“ONCC members greatly appreciate Commissioner Andolino’s efforts to be a good neighbor
and friend to all residents and students whose
lives are impacted by aircraft noise,” said
ONCC Chairman Arlene Mulder. “She has
worked closely with ONCC and supervised one
of the world’s most robust sound insulation
programs for schools and residences.”
More than 3,000 homes have received sound
insulation under the first phase of the OMP and
students in 123 schools within the O’Hare noise
contour are learning their lessons in a quiet
environment. ONCC applauds Commissioner
Andolino for her many accomplishments and
wishes her much success in her future endeavors.

Commission Seeks Action from FAA,
Passes 2 Environmental Resolutions
This fall, ONCC members voted on two separate resolutions seeking
immediate action and results from the FAA regarding environmental
studies at O’Hare.
First, in September, the 53-member commission approved a resolution
specifying a January 2015 deadline for results of a federally funded
study to re-evaluate the shifts in aircraft noise created when O’Hare
modified its modernization schedule.
“The Environmental Impact Statement Re-Evaluation has been under
consideration since 2011 when the FAA agreed to review interim aircraft
noise as a result of negotiations with airlines and Chicago to change the
original sequence of the airport’s modernization,” ONCC Chairman Arlene
Mulder said. “It’s time to finish this study and address its ramifications.”
However, several ONCC members and federal lawmakers believe that
a re-evaluation is not sufficient, and a supplemental analysis is in order
at O’Hare. In October, commission members voted again, but this time
the resolution, sponsored by the city of Park Ridge, called for the FAA
to conduct a supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
On September 5, the FAA officially turned down a congressional request
for the agency to conduct a supplemental EIS. FAA Administrator
Michael Huerta explained to the lawmakers in a letter that the original
three year EIS process for O’Hare was “one of the most comprehensive
environmental analyses we have ever conducted.”
An FAA spokesperson reported to the ONCC Technical Committee in
September that the final scope for the EIS Re-Evaluation should be
completed within weeks. The re-evaluation will be considered
an “insert” to address interim conditions including noise contours,
which were not previously anticipated because of the change in runway
construction sequencing.
A significant shift in aircraft noise occurred when the airport moved
to an east/west flow parallel runway configuration in October 2013
with the commissioning of Runway 10C/28C. A new southern Runway
10R/28L will be commissioned in October 2015.
Construction of an additional north runway and extension of Runway
9R/27L is anticipated for completion in 2020.

Air Traffic Control Manages Fly Quiet (continued from page 1)
Based on test data, ONCC will know how many flights were affected
by local weather—a primary cause; the effects of airport construction;
and, the effects of backed-up O’Hare flights delayed by weather or
situations at other airports.
Kreiger also explained how controllers’ work is monitored. The Tower
Quality Control—or QC—looks at each flight deviation. This review
is referred to a supervisor, the controller and operations manager.
Controllers consider preferential flight paths, along with many variables,
but safety and efficiency are the first priority.
This summer midnight shift air traffic supervisors were reminded in
briefings to ask pilots to consider that sleeping residents appreciate
quiet surroundings. Each airline has its own arrival protocol and ONCC
is requesting pilot arrival guidelines from airlines.

School Sound Insulation Nears Completion
Christian Ebinger Elementary School,
located in northwest Chicago Ward 41,
received an FAA and city of Chicago
sound insulation construction grant
totaling $6 million in September. The
88-year-old school serves nearly 770
students and staff.
The FAA will contribute 80 percent
or $4.8 million through the Airport
Improvement Program while
Chicago will reimburse 20 percent
or $1.2 million through Passenger
Facility Charges. Ebinger is the
124th and last school eligible for sound
insulation under the OMP Build-Out
Noise Contour.
ONCC Chairman Arlene Mulder and
Vice-Chairman Dr. Raymond Kuper
met with Chicago Alderman Mary
O’Connor (41) and Principal Serena
Peterson-Klosa in late June to launch
the school’s sound insulation design
process. At that time the school
received $468,750.
The federal share was $375,000 and
Chicago’s share was $93,750. “We

were very pleased when Ebinger
finally began the sound insulation
design process this summer,” said
Dr. Kuper. “The fact that this school
received construction funding so
quickly in September underscores the
importance of ONCC’s school sound
insulation program.
Ebinger Elementary School met
funding eligibility guidelines under
the FAA’s Airport Improvement
Program in 2007 after the CDA tested
the school at external equivalent
LEQ sound levels at OMP full
Build-Out Noise Contour level.
When work is completed, the school will
have new exterior windows, entrances,
HVAC and electrical modifications and
environmental abatement.
In September, CDA added two other
Chicago schools to its sound insulation
list. St. Tarcissus and Farnsworth
schools, both located within a mile
of each other in Ward 45, received
$9.3 million in grants to mitigate
aircraft noise for their students.

Schools by Community
Community
Arlington Heights
Bensenville
Berkeley
Chicago
Des Plaines
Elk Grove Village
Elmhurst
Elmwood Park
Franklin Park
Harwood Heights
Itasca
Medinah
Melrose Park
Mount Prospect
Norridge
Northlake
Park Ridge
River Grove
Roselle
Rosemont
Schiller Park
Unicorporated
Cook County
Wood Dale
TOTAL

3
7
1
17
13
9
7
2
8
1
5
2
4
2
5
8
11
5
1
1
5

Design or
Construction
—
—
—
1
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

1

—

5
123

—
1

Completed
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The O’Hare School Sound Insulation
Program is the largest and one of the
oldest programs in the world. Conservatively, over $350 million has been
spent on sound insulation to provide
quiet learning environments for
students impacted by aircraft noise.

Norwood Park Historical Homes
Identified for Sound Insulation
The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) recently
verified 159 homes in the Norwood Park Historical District
as historic for Residential Sound Insulation Phase 17. One
home from the Norwood Park Historical District is included
in Phase 16. CDA determines eligibility.
“It took many hours to identify historical contributing
homes,” said Mr. Gene Peters, Ricondo & Associates, whose
staff worked to identify historical contributing homes and
non-contributing homes according to the IHPA by conducting
field surveys. A contributing property is considered to be any
building, structure, or object which adds to the historical
integrity or architectural qualities that make the historic
district, listed locally or federally, significant. Ricondo and
Associates then coordinated information with the FAA to
identify and record data cards on each IHPA home located
within the 65DNL noise contour in Norwood Park.
Once a home is deemed historical, a homeowner cannot secure
regular sound insulation and must use the special packages
being offered to only historical homes. One criterion is the
home would need to be at least 50 years or older to qualify.

Homes that may have been
altered and not considered
contributing, but are identified within the 65 DNL Full
Build-Out Noise Contour
are still offered sound insulation; however, they will
receive the same sound insulation as a regular home.
The goal of the program is to sound insulate and not restore
the home; however, in some cases a door or window already
may have been replaced. Those homes may still be considered.
This fall, Chicago received another federal grant for the
Residential Sound Insulation Program. It was the ninth
such grant. Residential grants are discretionary funds from
the FAA. The $6.82 million grant the Chicago received will be
used to reimburse the sound insulation program for Phase 17.
Chicago has secured all funds for sound insulation. The
FAA Airport Improvement Program funds have offset sound
insulation costs to Chicago since 2005.

