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Chairman Mulder Announces Decision  
Not to Seek Re-Election as Chairman of ONCC 

Des Plaines, Ill., January 9, 2015 – Arlene J. Mulder, chairman of the O’Hare Noise 
Compatibility Commission (ONCC) since its inception in 1997, has announced her decision not 
to seek re-election as chairman.  

In a written statement to ONCC members, Mulder cited personal time constraints as her reason 
for stepping down. “My life has been busy and devoted to public service and I have put my 
family ‘on hold’ for 20 years. I want to enjoy moments with my husband, children and 
grandchildren while I am still young and healthy,” she explained. 
 
Mulder said she was “wonderfully proud” to have represented Arlington Heights as mayor for 
five terms and as leader of ONCC during the ongoing $8.7 billion modernization of O’Hare 
International Airport.   
 
“ONCC is an incredible organization and I appreciate the support of its members,” Mulder said. 
“The one constant in life is change. I know the organization will continue to be a strong advocate 
for residents in the region.”  
 
With this decision, Mulder is ending her last remaining public sector leadership role. Widely 
regarded as an influential transportation citizen advocate, Mulder retired as mayor of Arlington 
Heights in May 2013 after serving in that post for 20 years. The community of 77,000 residents 
is situated northwest of O’Hare Airport. Mulder has served in a variety of leadership roles in the 
Chicago region including as secretary of Metra commuter rail system from 2006 to 2014. 
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Approached to chair Arlington Heights’ first aircraft noise commission in 1991, Mulder never 
gave up her advocacy for reducing aircraft noise.  During her ONCC tenure, Mulder established 
ongoing dialog with a cross-section of aviation experts including the Federal Aviation 
Administration, Chicago Department of Aviation, O’Hare Air Traffic Control, airlines, pilots, 
aircraft manufacturers and other avionics stakeholders.  
 
Mulder is a 2005 recipient of the Jay Hollingsworth Speas Airport Award for her contribution of 
achieving compatible relationships among O’Hare International Airport and neighboring 
communities and the 2007 Gilfillan Award for her valuable perspectives concerning the 
environmental impact of aviation on communities. 
 
In 2009 Mulder served as a panelist for the Quality of Life in Airport Regions (QLair) Biennial 
Conference in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.  She has represented ONCC on the Federal Aviation 
Administration Center of Excellence Partnership for AiR Transportation and Emission Reduction 
(PARTNER) Advisory Board that has evolved into the FAA’s new ASCENT program that 
includes reducing aircraft noise. 
 
For the first time in the organization’s history, an election for the new chairman will be held at 
the group’s Annual Meeting on March 13. The slate of officers is recommended by an ad hoc 
nominating committee, which is composed of members of the commission. 
 
ONCC, an inter-governmental agency composed of 53 municipalities and school districts 
including Chicago, Cook County and communities near O’Hare, is dedicated to reducing aircraft 
noise from O’Hare International Airport.    
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ONCC member communities: Arlington Heights; Bartlett; Bellwood; Bensenville; Bloomingdale; 
Chicago including Wards 36, 38, 39, 40, 41, 45; Des Plaines; Downers Grove, Elmwood Park; Franklin 
Park; Harwood Heights; Hoffman Estates; Itasca; Maywood; Melrose Park; Morton Grove; Mount 
Prospect; Niles; Norridge; Northlake; Oak Park; Palatine; Park Ridge; River Forest; River Grove; Rolling 
Meadows; Rosemont; Schaumburg; Schiller Park; Stone Park; Wood Dale and Cook County.  ONCC 
member school districts: 59; 63; 64; 80; 81; 84; 84.5; 85.5; 86; 87; 88; 89; 214; 234; 299; and 401.  
 


