
 

April 23, 2019   1 

ACTION ITEMS  

O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission 

Fly Quiet Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 

 

# Request Status 

1 Develop a runway rotation schedule that rotates north parallels, south parallels and 
diagonals. 

Completed 

2 How many runways can remain open during Fly Quiet? Answered by 
CDA 

 Fly Quiet 21 is intended to occur during the overnight hours when demand requires 
one arrival and one departure runway. In addition, the CDA will make a third runway 
available for operations that require additional runway length. 

 

3 After completion of OMP, can the North and South Air Traffic Control Towers remain 
open at night to allow the use of Runways 9L-27R and 10R-28L overnight during Fly 
Quiet? 

Answered by 
FAA 

 The FAA cannot provide an answer to this question until a viable proposal is 
submitted to the agency that includes the use of the North and South towers.  Any 
analysis by the FAA would be speculative at best, and may unreasonably raise 
expectations by members of the ONCC and the broader Chicago community. Given 
this uncertainty, the FAA urges the ONCC not to limit development of a long-term Fly 
Quiet program to rotations or procedures that depend on the use of the North and 
South Air traffic Control towers. 
 
The viability of any proposal utilizing the North and South towers at night depends on 
several factors other than whether the FAA could support such operations, including 
whether the airlines would be willing to use the shorter runways and experience 
additional taxi-time.  These other factors are best addressed by the CDA as the owner 
of the airport and should be fully evaluated before asking the FAA to explore 
expanded air traffic operations.   
 
In addition, as is the case with any new procedures that the CDA may ask the FAA to 
consider as part of a new Fly Quiet program, the FAA would need to evaluate whether 
procedures involving the use of the North and South towers could be conducted safely 
and without adversely impacting the overall efficiency of the National Airspace 
System.  The FAA can provide some information to the CDA on the use of the North 
and South towers based on its existing resources and airport layout, which may be 
useful to ONCC in developing alternative Fly Quiet rotations or procedures.   
 
Notab 
ly, the FAA is not able to staff the North or South tower during nighttime hours at 
current staffing levels allocated to O’Hare operations. Accordingly, if a decision were 
made to staff the towers at night, additional controllers would need to be allocated to 
O’Hare operations.  Please keep in mind that under existing FAA policy, each tower 
would need to have at least two controllers during nighttime operations.  In addition, 
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neither the North nor South tower can operate without the Main tower also operating.  
Since controllers in the North and South towers do not have a continual  
 

# Request Status 

 clear view of aircraft movement near the airport terminals, the Main tower must also 
operate to assure a safe and clear view of all aircraft movement. 
 
The FAA remains committed to supporting the ONCC, CDA and the broader Chicago 

community in any long-term Fly Quiet initiative that can be conducted safely to help 

alleviate community noise concerns.  Should the ONCC and CDA determine there is 

value in a procedure or rotation that includes the use of the North and South towers 

and CDA request the FAA seriously consider such an option, the FAA will consider 

the business case for opening the towers at night once it has completed any required 

evaluation for safety and efficiency.  Any such business case analysis would 

necessarily include an assessment of associated cost and who should bear that cost, 

as well as any long-term impacts on the FAA workforce. 

 

 

4 After completion of OMP, ORD will have four Runways 10,000 feet or greater; 9C-
27C at 11,245’, 9R-27L at 11,260’, 10L-28R at 13,000’ and 10C-28C at 10,801’. 
Based on the FAA’s operational experience, does the FAA foresee any issues if the 
City were to close Runway 10L-28R and leave one or more of the remaining 10,000’ 
or greater Runways open during Fly Quiet? 

Answered by 
FAA 

 The nature of operations at ORD regularly requires the use of a 13,000’ runway during 
both daytime and nighttime operations, which is dictated by factors outside of the 
FAA’s control, including aircraft type and an airline’s policies and procedures. The 
FAA does not dictate the use of any particular aircraft and FAA input on airline policies 
and procedures are limited to the agency’s oversight role as the safety regulator.  It 
may appear that as long as the FAA and CDA have sufficient notice of the fleet mix 
on a particular night, CDA could close the 13,000’ runway for that night.  However, 
the need for the 13,000’ runway is not always known in advance, and reopening it on 
very short notice creates significant safety concerns.  This is because the process for 
requesting to land on a longer runway that is not already in use requires significant 
additional coordination by air traffic controllers and CDA operations staff. The 
additional coordination can cause confusion and introduce safety risks. 
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# Request Status 

5 Is it possible to develop a PBN departure procedure off the ground to be used during 
Fly Quiet at ORD? 

Answered by 
FAA 

 The FAA will review and provide feedback on any proposed routing for O’Hare PBN 
departure procedures.  The path of any proposed route will tie into its feasibility.  Until 
we know what more specifically is being proposed, we cannot definitively answer 
these questions. 
 
The FAA is actively working to modernize the nation’s airspace, and our procedure 
development teams continually balance how a procedure will benefit the needs of the 
users and the general public.  PBN procedure development is a very resource 
intensive process for the FAA, and procedures, once developed and published, 
require periodic review and ongoing maintenance. 
 
When CDA provides specific departure procedure suggestions, we will engage in a 
detailed dialog on feasibility. 
 

6 Is it possible to develop two PBN departure procedures off the ground on a single 
runway to be used during Fly Quiet at ORD? Presuming that only one procedure 
would be used during a given period of time (i.e. one week)? 

Answered by 
FAA 

 See response to #5. 

7 Is it possible to develop more than one departure vector heading on a single runway 
to be used during Fly Quiet at ORD? Presuming that only one heading would be used 
during a given period of time. For example, ORD currently has a Fly Quiet departure 
heading of 290 for Runway 28R. Could the City add a second heading to this runway 
to be used at different periods based on a schedule (i.e. one week)? 

Answered by 
FAA 

 Yes, it is feasible to develop multiple vector headings off the same runway end.  As 
with the Fly Quiet tests, environmental review as well as sufficient coordination and 
planning to include FAA Air Traffic Control would be required to use different headings 
for different time periods.  

8 Provide a map to show updated population density, updated roadway plans, arrival 
fixes and land use 

Completed by 
CDA 

9 Provide separation requirements between parallel runways that would cause a 
minimal noise impact when comparing homes in line with one runway to those in line 
with another parallel runway. 

Submitted to 
CDA 

10 Provide the estimated number of operations that might need a 13,000' runway for 
departure during the nighttime hours. 
 
 

Completed by 
CDA 
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# Request Status 

11 Please provide list of runway lengths for all airport provided as examples. Completed by 
CDA 

12 Can the arrival glide slope angle be increased Answered by 
FAA  

(7/7/2011 letter) 

 


