Mission

The O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission
strives to reduce the impact of aircraft noise
through home and school sound insulation,

and to reduce aircraft noise, whenever
possible at its source.

ONCC ASKS FAA—
RE-VISIT NOISE LEVELS

ONCC is appealing to the U.S.
Department of Transportation and
the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) to take remedial action regard-
ing noise levels at O’Hare International
Airport and airports nationwide.

ONCC Chairperson and Mayor
Arlene J. Mulder notes that opening
O’Hare’s new north Runway 9L-27R,
commissioned Nov. 20, 2008, and a
shift in flight tracks over Chicago and
Northwest suburbs has resulted in a
surge of resident discontent.

See Noise-Related
Stories, Page 3

In a January 2009 letter to Acting
Transportation Administrator Lynne
A. Osmus, Mulder requested the
initiation of new national aircraft
noise standards that “take into account
frequency of flights or heightened
annoyance to residents.”

The current measurement of
“averaging noise decibels throughout
the day and night does not resolve
significant annoyance for people
living, working and attending schools
beneath air traffic,” Mulder said.

On the local level, Mulder has
requested FAA Great Lakes Region
Administrator Barry Cooper to docu-
ment all nighttime events that occur
after 10 p.m. on Runway 9L-27R.

Official Airport Noise Management
System reports for November and
December 2008 are available at
www.oharenoise.org.
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O'HARE AIRPORT COMMISSIONS
NEW PARALLEL RUNWAY 9L-27R

Braving brisk winter weather, hundreds
of well-wishers gathered at O’Hare
International Airport Nov. 20 to witness
the dedication of the airport’s first

new runway built since 1971.

Suburban mayors
and village presi-
dents, including
several O’'Hare
Noise Compatibility
Commission (ONCC)
members, joined
city of Chicago
Mayor Richard M.
Daley aboard

the first official
passenger flight to land on the new
7,500 ft. Runway 9L-27R before a
commissioning ceremony.

Mayor Daley thanked federal, state

and city officials; the Chicago business
community; airlines; and Chicago labor
community for their support in the
on-time construction of the $457 million
project that includes a new, state-of-
the-art North Air Traffic Control Tower.

U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary
Peters saluted O’Hare as one of three
airports to commission runways that
day. Dulles International Airport and
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport
were the other two.

O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP)
officials expect that with the new
runway, O’Hare “will be able to operate
simultaneous triple parallel approaches
in all weather conditions.”

While O’Hare is one of the world’s bus-
iest airports, it faces an accompanying

Inaugural flight arrives on new east-west parallel runway.

high percentage of delayed flights. The
new east/west parallel runway, reports
OME is expected to reduce delays from
a previous average of 24 minutes to

16 minutes per flight.

The new 9L-27R runway features the
latest in technological advances such
as imbedded weather sensors, new
FAA communication equipment
systems, and light systems to transition
pilots from instrument to visual flight
for landing.

The new tower provides line-of-sight
for 9L-27R which is not visible from
the existing air traffic control tower.
It is “environmentally friendly” and
features a green roof to make it the
first of its kind in the country.

The OMP comprehensive plan includes
the east-west Runway 10-28 extension
completed in September 2008, the
new 9L-27R runway, and a third
runway project, Runway 10C-28C,
expected to be completed in 2011.

At its end date of 2014, OMP plans
include three runway projects and a
western terminal complex.



