
New operating configurations will enhance runway safety by mimimizing aircraft crossing in front of departures.  
Aircraft will depart Runway 10L/28R at taxiway intersection points and aircraft arriving on Runway 10C/28C will taxi  
behind the departure points. This operation also reduces delays, as aircraft no longer need to wait before crossing. 
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Activation of Runway 10C/28C will also include airspace changes that will alter how the 
airfield is used during daytime hours, particularly when the wind is from the east or southeast.  

·· Reduce airline delays
·· Enhance safety
·· Increase arrival and departure capability 

... was approved by the FAA in 2005 as part of  
the Record of Decision for O’Hare Modernization.

On the south airfield, just south  
of the longest runway (10L/28R)

What does it do for the Airport?  

Where is it?  

It’s 10,800 feet long and 200 feet wide

What size is it? 

Mostly as an arrival runway in conjunction 
with departures on Runway 10L/28R  
in most weather and wind conditions

How will it be used?  
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The New Runway... The New Airfield Layout The New Runway Operating Configurations

	 Good & Low Visibility Arrivals 	 Good & Low Visibility Departures	 Good Visibility Departures Only

Note: Percentages shown above indicate the approximate percentages of use during an entire year. 
Source: Federal Aviation Administration, O’Hare Modernization Final Enviromental Impact Statement, Appendix D - Simulation Modeling

The flow of planes in and out of O’Hare will change to a predominant East-West flow:

·· Arrivals on Runways 14L,  
14R and 22R will occur  
less frequently.

·· Arrivals on Runway 9L  
will occur more frequently.

·· Runway 10L/28R will be used  
primarily as a departure runway  
when Runway 10C/28C is being  
used as an arrival runway.

·· Runways 32L, 22L and 4L 
will still be used as primary 
departure runways.
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